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PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  AU USTA C  UNTY, VIRGINIA, 1870-1940 

VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
Thematic N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

H i s t o r i c  Name: C r a i g s v i l l e  s c h o o l  Common Name: C r a i g s v i l l e  Grade School 
Street A d r e s s I R t .  xo. :  R a i l r o a d  Avenue VHLC F i l e  Number: 07-1146 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  C r a i g s v i l l e  Owner: Koogler B r o t h e r s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
USGS Quad: . C r a i g s v i l l e  7 . 5  R t .  1 ,  Box 510,  F i s h e r s v i l l e ,  VA 22939 

D a t e ( s )  : 1917 Architect/Builder. A S t a u n t o n  c o n t r a c t o r  
O r i g i n a l  Use: Grade School & High School S t y l e :  ' S  5Lr. S n e i d e r  and Nr. 
P r e s e n t  Use: Apartments C r i  t t e n b e r g e r  
C o n d i t i o n :  Very good C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l / V e r n a c u l a r  
PLLtered X; u n a l t e r e d  - 

P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

The C r a i g s v i l l e  School is t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  major p h a s e . o f  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and l a r g e  s c h o o l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  1910s i n  Augusta County. During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  
s c h o o l s  jumped from t h r e e  o r  f o u r  rooms t o  s i x  and t o  e i g h t  rooms, one  f a i r l y  s t a n d a r d  form 
was found.  Schools  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  d e p a r t e d  from t h e  I-house d e s i g n  used f i r s t  t o  a  more ex- 
ploded v e r s i o n  of  t h e  Georgian form, a  l a r ~ e ,  two-story symmetr ica l  r e c t a n g u l a r  b lock  w i t h  a  
f u l l  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  p l a n .  The more mass ive  s c a l e  o f  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  
b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and b e l f r y ' s  s u g g e s t e d  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  u s e .  

The C r a i g s v i l l e  School e x t e r i o r  h a s  been a l t e r e d  very  l i t t l e  s i n c e  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  C o l o n i a l  
d e t a i l i n g  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  f a i r l y  s t y l i s h  d e s i g n .  The o r i g i n a l  one-s tory  wooden p o r t c c o  s t i l l  
frames t h e  c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  and f l a n k i n g  windows, a l t h o u g h  i t s  second-f loor  b a l u s t r a d e  h a s  
been removed. A s i m i l a r  p o r t i c o  s e r v i n g  t h e  back e n t r a n c e  h a s  been removed. G r a n i t e  jack  
a r c h e s  e m b e l l i s h  t h e  t a l l  616 s a s h  a r r a n g e d  s y m m e t r i c a l l y  around t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  
S h i n g l e d  wooden c r o s s  g a b l e s  p i e r c e d  w i t h  f a n l i g h t s  f u r t h e r  adorn  each o f  t h e  f o u r  s i d e s .  
The o r i g i n a l  wooden b e l f r y  a t  t h e  r o o f t o p  symbol izes  t h e  school's f u n c t i o n .  The b u i l d i n g  r e s t s  
on a  r a i s e d  c o n c r e t e  foundat ion  and h a s  a  low-pitched h i p  r o o f  now covered w i t h  compos i t ion  
s h i n g l e .  

The i n t e r i o r  h a s  r e c e n t l y  been remodeled i n t o  f o u r t e e n  a p a r t m e n t s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  I n t e r i o r ' s  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P r o j e c t s .  Each c lass room h a s  been 
d i v i d e d  i n t o  one apar tment  w i t h  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  a p a r t m e n t s  and a  laundry  room i n  t h e  base-  
ment. The c e n t r a l  ha l lway  h a s  been preserved  on each f l o o r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  most o f  i t s  woodwork, 
a l t h o u g h  t h e  n o r t h  h a l l  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  h a s  been moved s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  t o . i n c r e a s e  t h e  s i z e  o f  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  a p a r t m e n t s .  The o r i g i n a l  s t a i r w e l l  w i t h  i t s  s q u a r e  reeded  newel and s q u a r e  
b a l u s t e r s  l e a d s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  Narrow matchboard w a i n s c o t t i n g  t y p i c a l  of school  i n -  
t e r i o r s  f i n i s h e s  t h e  ha l lway w a l l s ,  and t h e  C o l o n i a l  Reviva l  door  t r i m  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
c lass room doors  l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  a p a r t m e n t s .  I n  each  apar tment  t h e  c e i l i n g s  were lowered and 

( c o n t i n u e d )  

S t a t e m e n t  of  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

C r a i g s v i l l e  School i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  example of  t h e  f i r s t  major phase of  l a r g e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Augusta County. B u i l t  i n  1917, t h i s  l a r g e - s c a l e  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  e n r i c h e d  w i t h  
C o l o n i a l  d e t a i l i n g  and topped w i t h  an  o c t a g o n a l  b e l f r y ,  symbol izes  t h e  optimism accompanying 
t h e  e a r l y  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  d r i v e  o f  t h e  1910s i n  r u r a l  V i r g i n i a .  The two-story e l e v a t i o n  and 
r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a n  w i t h  f o u r  rooms and a  c e n t r a l  ha l lway  on each f l o o r  is v e r y  t y p i c a l  o f  con- 
s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l  p lans  b e f o r e  t h e  advent  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Department of  E d u c a t i o n ' s  P l a n  S e r v i c e  
i n  t h e  1920s.  

C r a i g s v i l l e  was a  booming mountain community i n  w e s t e r n  Augusta County a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y .  An e a r l y  s t a g e c o a c h  s t o p  and l a t e r  r a i l r o a d  town i n  t h e  18509,  C r a i g s v i l l e  e x p e r i e n c e d  
i t s  l a r g e s t  growth s p u r t  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
lumbering and q u a r r y i n g  v e n t u r e s  i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  mounta ins .  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
~ o r d w i c k  P l a n t  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t l a n d  Cement County i n  1899 f u r t h e r  augmented t h e  town 's  
growth.  T h i s  l a r g e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  school  r e p l a c e d  a  s m a l l e r  two-story frame s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g ,  
based  on t h e  e a r l i e r  I-house d e s i g n ,  on t h i s  same s i t e .  f i e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  modern p l a n t  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  tremendous growth i n  t h i s  community d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s .  

Unl ike  t h e  Yiddlebrook School which was b u i l t  w i t h  l o c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and l a b o r ,  t h e  
C r a i g s v i l l e  School was f inanced  l a r g e l y  by t h e  County. The Augusta County School Board h i r e d  
a  S t a u n t o n  c o n t r a c t o r  who brought  most o f  h i s  workmen from t h e  c i t y .  A  M r .  S n e i d e r  and 
Y r .  C r i t t e n b e r g e r  from S t a u n t o n  were two of  t h e  men involved  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

\ c m m m e d )  
Geographic Data/Acreage:  one a c r e  

V e r b a l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n :  Beginning a t  a  p o i n t  on t h e  N s i d e  o f  VA 687 approx .  50 '  Id o f  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  w i t h  VA 684; thence  e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x .  200 '  NW; ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  and 
t h e  immediate s c h o o l  y a r d .  
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Craigsville Grade School 
07-1146 

Physical Description continued 

carpet was added in the living rooms, but wood floors were kept in the bedrooms and closets, 
and wardrobes were preserved if possible. 

The basement originally included an auditorium and boiler room. In the 1920s with pressing 
needs for classroom space, the elementary grades had two classrooms in the basement. After 
the high school grades moved to the new building, the basement housed a large cafeteria and 
kitchen in the south end. 

The school did not have a gymnasium, but two outdoor basketball courts remain. 

Statement of Significance continued 

The building originally housed all grades, fromone through high school. In the 1920s, the 
grammar school used all four first-floor rooms, two rooms on the second floor, and two rooms 
in the basement. The high school utilized two second-floor rooms, the second-floor hall, and 
a room which served as a chemical laboratory at the back of the second-floor hall. The high 
school curriculum proved to be more limited compared to other high schools in the County, with 
no instruction in agriculture or home economics. Also without a gymnasium, the athletic activi- 
ties were not as extensive. 

Due to the crowded conditions in this school by the late 1920s, the County constructed a new 
high school in Craigsville in 1932. This older building then became the elementary school and 
continued in use until 1968. At this time, the County moved the high school to a new consoli- 
dated high school at Buffalo Gap and the elementary school was moved to the old high school 
building. This older elementary school building remained vacant until 1983-84, when the build- 
ing was remodeled into apartments, utilizing tax act credits. 

Verbal Boundary Description continued 

thence approx. 150' NE; thence approx 200' SE to a point on the N side of VA 687; thence 
approx. 100' SW along N side of VA 687 to point of origin. 
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